Anticholinergic pre-treatment in rigid bronchoscopy. Effect on heart rate, arterial blood pressure and cardiac arrhythmias.
The effect of anticholinergic pre-treatment on the hemodynamic changes during rigid bronchoscopy was studied. Eighty four adult patients in three groups received intravenous saline (control), atropine or glycopyrrolate several minutes before anesthesia and venturi ventilation with intermittent thiopentone and suxamethonium. The rises in heart rate and blood pressure and the incidence of cardiac dysrhythmias were least in the control group. Transient bradycardia rarely occurred, even in the control group, despite repeat doses of suxamethonium. Although most of the results were not statistically significant, they suggest that preoperative anticholinergic administration may aggravate some of the cardiovascular effects of bronchoscopy resulting from sympathoadrenal stimulation.